
Stories from 

Sydney Harbour

As told by Alan Edenborough

  


   (on a personal note)  


Sydney Heritage Fleet



Wool, wine & convicts



Marsh & Edenborough

Woolbrokers


London

Meet Henry Edenborough
       b: 1812    d: 1855



1833:  Henry, aged 21, arrives in Sydney as Master aboard
          Schooner Emma, on her maiden voyage  (104 days out)

The Australian:  “Through the kindness of the Commander we are in possession 
of two London papers of 28th and 30th July [1833]. We have thought our 
readers would be most gratified at reading what is going on at home and 
accordingly have devoted our whole space to English news”

Three days later, The Australian reports again on the Emma:  “It is now 
understood the object of this fast sailing vessel coming to this Colony was to 
bring intelligence to a highly respectable mercantile firm of a great and 
unexpected rise which has taken place in the price of wool” [in London]

Jan 1834:  Henry sails for London aboard Emma with 284 bales
    of wool and oil



Augusta Jessie carried convicts and soldiers taking over duties in Hobart.  
Arrived Hobart January 1835  (115 days out)

Sep 1834:  Henry sails for Sydney as Master aboard Augusta
                Jessie, a new ship named after Henry’s sister



“On the day of embarkation a great many women came to the ship to see 
their [soldier] husbands, brothers, or lovers, as the case may be.  Amongst these 
was a young girl of fifteen who had married a soldier without leave, and, 
therefore, was to remain behind. She seemed very sad, and just as the order ‘to 
clear the decks of visitors’ was given, she threw herself into the river. An officer, 
named Fothergill, immediately plunged into the water and rescued her; and, not 
satisfied with that noble action, he paid her passage out to Tasmania, Captain 
Edenborough, I think, assisting.”

The wife of one soldier on board Augusta Jessie was Annie Baxter who 
went on to have an eventful life in Australia.  She wrote of the 
departure from England:



Tall Ship Stories

Augusta Jessie

(Artists impression)


375 tons Length 109 feet



Between 1834 and 1838 Henry made three more round voyages 
to Sydney aboard Augusta Jessie, each time transporting convicts 
and some cargo
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1836
‘Augusta Jessie’s’ 

mixed cargoes



Wollogorang

In 1840 Henry returned to Sydney, but this time with his wife, 
Margaret, and as a passenger aboard the Barque Elphinstone

In 1841 he moved to Wollogorang, near Goulburn NSW and 
established a property in the area, building the house 
‘Wollogorang’ in 1846

Margaret wanted to return to England 
and the family sailed from Sydney in 
1854

Henry died just a year later



And the wine?

Cavendish, 

Edenborough & Co.


London

“Australian wines in considerable variety find a place in the 
stock, and are remarkable as examples of careful selection and 
consequent fine quality”        [From the 1888 catalogue]



Let’s talk about . . .

A sinking and a kidnapping



Great Uncle Jim’s

‘Spec’


at Roseville

(circa 1930s)



‘The Spec’

much 

modified

in 1989


Sold by 
John Singleton 
for $500,000

one month earlier



•  In January 1851 a dispute broke out among Sydney marine surveyors over 
the condition of an American ship Emerald Isle

•  Ready to put to sea with 140 passengers bound for the Californian 
goldfields.  Everyone was in a hurry

Kidnapping!

•  All that was needed was a seaworthiness survey certificate from the port 
surveyor, the only person able to grant the certificate

•  The port surveyor “does not declare the Ship to be unseaworthy but rests his 
objection . . . upon the circumstance that the recommendation made by himself . . . 
was not carried out”
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Henry’s brother Arthur 

•  The Colonial Secretary called for an urgent report

•  The Solicitor General “was of the opinion that the 
Report was not sufficiently satisfactory to enable me to 
grant the [seaworthiness] Certificate required. I at once 
informed Mr Holt the Master of the vessel”

Kidnapping!

•  Meanwhile – the Emerald Isle sat fuming at the delay

•  Enter Arthur Edenborough – ‘Tidewaiter’ (Customs officer)
He was put aboard the ship to prevent her sailing!



Arthur Edenborough 

“The Collector of Customs to the Colonial Secretary
                 18th Jan. 1851

Sir,

I have the honour to acquaint you that at the request of 
the Emigration Agent, I assisted a Tidewaiter as he boarded 
on the ship “Emerald Isle”, on the 15th instant; and that in 
the course of last night, that vessel proceeded to sea 
without her papers taking away with her, Mr Edenborough, 
the Officer.

I have the honour to be, Sir
etc etc”

Kidnapping!



“The Collector of Customs to the Colonial Secretary
                 22nd Jan. 1851

Sir,

The wife of Mr Edenborough . . . has been to me this 
morning to say that she is left with a family of three young 
children in a state of destitution . . . and she trusts the 
Government will find her means of subsistence.

I am myself of the opinion . . . that Mr Edenborough must 
be considered as on duty and his pay or some portion of it, 
ought to be given to his Wife . . .

I have the honour to be, Sir
etc etc”

Kidnapping!
v
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“There is no objection under the particular 
circumstances . . . to a fraction of Mr 
Edenborough’s pay being allowed to his wife. 
The Collector should say which fraction”                             
                                      Colonial Secretary

Jessie 

was desperate

v
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“The Collector of Customs to the Colonial Secretary
                    9th June 1851

Sir,

I have the honour to report the return of Mr Edenborough . . .
Mr Edenborough left the ship at Honolulu; procured a passage from thence to 
Auckland and has kindly been brought to this place by . . . H.M.S. ‘Havannah’.

I beg to be informed whether I am to pay Mr Edenborough the other moiety of 
his salary for the time he has been detained from his home . . .

I have the honour to be, Sir
           etc etc”

But what of Arthur?

Kidnapped 18 Jan 1851



Arthur 

•  Arthur’s health was shattered.  He was locked below 
decks for much of the voyage and without a change of 
clothes or bedding

•  Forced to retire through ill health at 37 years of age 
Arthur petitioned for a retirement gratuity

The aftermath

•  After months of battling, he was granted a year’s 
salary – £130.00

•  As for the Emerald Isle, the authorities huffed and puffed about the incident 
but as the captain and crew deserted for the goldfields when the ship 
reached San Francisco, not much could be done



An episode hard to forget
but better forgotten



Avanti

Topsail schooner (1920s)

•  Baltic origins

• Sailed to Sydney by 
Norwegians  (1969)



On arrival in Sydney the owners

•  Tried to crack Vietnamese war R&R on harbour

•  Ship sank (more than once) in Berrys  Bay

Avanti



Avanti on the bottom in Berrys Bay

Raised by Navy divers and ‘acquired’ by SHF



Next chapter . . .

SEATO Exercises 

Fleet visits Sydney Harbour



Cockatoo Island
Berrys 

Bay

Goat Is

Naval Fleet parade



Avanti 
was taken in tow, 

destination 
Blackwattle Bay, 

by Waratah

In a disastrous 
error of timing . . .
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The MSB was not 
amused

Neither was the 
Navy

Then AVANTI sank again in Blackwattle Bay



The ‘Fothering’



On the mud bank



•AVANTI could not be made seaworthy
in Blackwattle Bay

• She could not be taken through
Glebe Island Bridge



The MSB ordered the ship 
to be broken up

THE SHF PAID 
THE BILL

STALEMATE!




A quick flick through a 
Harbour Album  

Goat Island



sHT, AR, L909-
10.

sHT, AR, 1912-
I3 .

sMH,  9 .7 .1903,
MSB cutting
book

SHT, AR, EIC
Report, 1903.
Survey of 1905,
A/NSW, Plan 495.

-34-
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and for other plant.* Both rwharft and rjettyt were eonstrueted of
seeondhand material. Early in 1913 a new steam lighter Samlson
and the tug Delilah were added together with further roek
excavating plant.*

z.lL Tnrst residential aceommdation' 1901-1924

In July, 1903 the Premier referred to the eompletion of four
tdwellings' on the island at a cost of. 31127 pounds.* They were the
Harbour Master's residence (Fig. 25-1), the Fire Brigade quarters
just east of the Cut and two weather-board and tile eottages for
married men (Figs 25-6 and 25-?).* All exeept the Harbour Masterts
residence were demolished by the 1970s.

Ea'an .Et.nr,'olncrt

Goat Island
Harbour Master’s 
residence 1902
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CRE to IGF,
24.2.1836, WO
55.852,  p.13.

Ibid, p.15.

After the newly arrived Commanding Royal Engineer, George
Barney, assumed responsibility for the eonstruetion of the magazine
complex in January 1836, he instrueted Thomas Bird to prepare plans
of the buildings already underway (Figs. 5 and 6). The following
month Barney reported to the Inspeetor General of Fortifieations:

T . . . transmit . . . a plan of the Magazine, Goat Island, for
31000 barrels of powder now under eonstruetion by
prisoners of the erown. The plan is defeetive, but the work
is so far advanced as to (effeet) its completion by the close
of the year with the exception of eovering the roof, for
whieh purpose this Country does not affJrd any proper
materials.r*

Barney then ordered 50 tons of Bangor Rag slate for the magazine
and 26 tons for the cooperage and conneeting passage at a cost, with
freight, of. 342 pounds.* He did not speeify in what way the plan was

&.d etaede-
Je.&;r! a.t 48

Jzty'c &uatoa

Goat Island
Powder Magazine 

to house 3,000 barrels 
of gunpowder

The Queen’s Magazine

1836 plan



Queen’s Powder Magazine

Cooperage opposite Magazine

Magazine Precinct 
convict-built wall

Goat Island



Goat Island – Construction of the Queen’s Magazine

• Convicts moved from hulk Phoenix to portable (‘boxes’)

• 20 men to a box – 5 on each of 4 bed-boards or shelves

• 200 convicts engaged in building the powder magazine

BPP Transport.6:
1834 (614) 9.

A/NSW, 4/417.

NSW, LC, V&.P,
1834-37, Part II,
p.405.

HRA I.XVil,
p .718 .

Reld. Toylor's
Diary, ML,
FM3/168.

Bourke to
Aberdeen,
24.7.1835,
co 201.246.

Backhouse
Lettersr 4.27.

-6 -

Restrainb:
20 pr. irons, leg
10 pr, handeuffs

Mess gear:
?0 plates, tin
70 pots, pint, tin
60 kids, mess
30 dishes, tin
30 knives, meat, eommon
30 forks, meat, eommon
?0 spoons

Stationery:
4 quires paper, foolscap
1 quire paper, blotting
50 quills
1 ruler, round
1 inkstand
6 peneils, blaek, lead
1 box wafers
1 pieee India-rubber
1 knife, pen
1 powders, black, ink.

In addition the regulations required the issue of one blanket to eaeh
eonvict with an additional one between May 15 and August 15.* The
only unusual item subsequently provided for the Goat Island gangs
were 'overallsr, whieh the Deputy Commissary General must have
deemed necessary for quarrying work.*

A time-eonsuming aspeet of the logistieal support required for the
hulk and Goat Island was the delivery of water from Sydney Town.
For example, during six days in December, 1834, 161800 gallons were
delivered by eart and boat.* The water was stored, and probably
delivered, in wooden casks.

In April 1835 Bourke appointed a sehoolmaster for the eonviets on
Goat Island and the hulk. His responsibilities ineluded the
instruetion of eight 'Aboriginal blaeks' in the Christian religion,
English language and culture.* They had been placed on the island
after their sentenees had been commuted from that of death and
were employed in cutting stone. The Aborigines remained in ehains
and were kept separate from the other prisoners. Aeeording to a
elergyman who visited the sehoolmaster in the winter of 1836 they
eould read and write and answer any question in Wattts.Cateehism.*

About July 1835, following specifie instruetion from the Seeretary
of State for .the Colonies, Lord Aberdeen, all eonvicts in irons on
works and road gangs were divided into two elasses:

1st Class - in irons under punishment following a seeondary
Colonial sentenee;

2nd Class - transportees from England in irons with no
secondary Colonial sentenee.

The first elass remained in irons but those in the seeond class whieh
ineluded 171 at the tStone Quamies on Goat Islandt were released
from irons. Those released were dressed in partieoloured elothing to
distinguish them from assigned eonvicts. Bourke reported that those
removed from irons worked with greater alacrity.* It was not long
before the novelty wore off.

The number of eonviets employed on Goat Island inereased erratic-
ally during 1835 and 1836. By the time of James Baekhouse's visit in
November 1836 the portable aceommodation rboxest had increased
from the initial three to a total of twelve. The rboxest housed
approximately 200 ironed and unironed prisoners who were engaged
in eutting stone and erecting the powder magazine.* The boxes
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NSW, LC, V&P,
7824-37, Part Il'
p.429.

CS to CA,
23 .1 .7837 ,
A/NSW,2/8017.2.

wo 55.853,
f  .ssse.

CS to CA'
23.1.1837,
A/NSW,2/8017.2.

Drcwn to my
attention by
Jomes Broadbent.

2.3 A Colonial enelave - t'he water police station, 1835-1839

In Oetober 1835 the Committee on Poliee and Gaols in its final
report recommended that the water poliee boat stationed at
Longnose Point be removed to Goat Island, provided that there was
no objection by the Ordnanee. The boat was manned and would
eontinue to be manned by a tConduetort or tserjeantt and a erew of
six eonvicts. Goat was a more eentral loeation for monitoring the
harbour and, in addition, the Committee proposed to establish
another boat on Pinehgut to apprehend eonviets attempting to
eseape on ships.*

Various proposals and negotiations oceupied 1836 and finallV, in
January 183?, Barney on behalf of Ordnance

tproposed . . . to effeet, with the labour of the seeond class-
conviets - from 15 to 20 days, a separation by a wet diteh'
between the extremity and main part of Goat Island, by whieh
a station may be given to the Police on the pieee of ground so
eut off.r*

This would ereate two distinct islands - one large, oecupied by the
Ordnanee, and one small, oeeupied by the water poliee under the
eontrol of the Colonial Government. It was a eomforting device for
the preservation of territorial integrity and the boundary waq
subsequently reflected in a deed of grant to the Principal Officer of
Ordnahee in January 1844 (Fig. 10).*

4.ro /"'19"/-a zA'*,-yt ottz,
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Sueh cuts were a natural part of the work of fortifieation engineers
(for example, Fort Macquarie) and in any ease Barneyrs reeord
suggests that he needed fttle exeuse for reeommending sueh a
projlet. Barneyts suggestion was aeeepted by the Governor. His
Exeelleney then moved the Colonial seeretary to direct the Colonial
Architeet, Mortimer William Lewis, to prepare a design for a station
building suitable to the rsituationr.*

The tsituationt, on a severed peninsula surrounded by the waters of
the harbour, was unusually pieturesque and an opportunity for
embellishment not to be missed by a gentleman of Lewisr eultivated
taste. He turned to his copy of Londonts Bneyelopaedia of Cottaget
Farm and Villa Arehiteeture for inspiration and seleeted the cottage
in Plate XIV* with its square plan, eentral ehimney and fout*

i.,n,o,,,,,, A 
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Goat Island divided by ‘Barney’s Cut’ 
to separate new Police Station from the convicts



Water Police Station
1839

. . . and the view



Under the MSB from 1936 Goat Island was a thriving place . . .

1950

1980

1960



Coal staith & Captain Cook IIINorthern Boat pound 1983

Harbour Master’s house 1981Old Water Police Station 1983



And to end five wonderful 
Harbour pictures . . .



Cover Image: JOSEPH CONRAD, tugboat 
WARATAH and light aircraft, Sydney Harbour. 
1935. Australian National Maritime Museum’s 
William Hall collection.

1932



18

French warship ATLANTE 
in Fitzroy Dock 1873
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‘A study in curves’,

Harold Cazneaux 1931
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Waiting for the ‘off’

1905 Clark Island



Boys by the water

Harold Cazneaux



There are many more 

Sydney Harbour stories


to tell



Thank you

Sydney Heritage Fleet 
would love to share 

them with you

www.shf.org.au




